Congratulations!  Your child ____________________________________ 

has been chosen to be __________________________________ in the Lower School Musical, “Willy Wonka Jr.”  The turnout of talent was exciting, and we can’t wait to get started on rehearsals!  You will find schedules, a cast list, and an “Actor’s Contract” within this packet along with important information regarding rehearsals, costumes, behavior expectations, etc.  Please read each section carefully.  Our first rehearsal is Monday, March 31st in the VPAC choir room from 3:30-5:00.  If your child has a sports game or practice, please ask them to come before or after this event to pick up a script and be measured for costumes.  Please return one copy of the Actor’s contract and the $50 participation fee by Monday, March 31st. Thank you for allowing your actor to participate in this show.

Rehearsals

Rehearsal schedules by month along with character by scene are attached.  Students will be sent to extended care by when finished (by 5:10) if a parent/adult is not here to pick them up as well as if their group finishes working early.  You may pick them up at the carpool circle and give your child’s name to the extended care worker who will call for them. If you have not paid for extended care, please make sure you are on time for pickup at 5 pm. While we made every effort to schedule students with conflicts on opposite days, it was not always possible.  We also understand that unforeseen conflicts will arise.  Please email Amber Harris at harrisa@ehsbr.org or call voicemail Ext 1185 if this happens.  If your child does have to miss, they will be responsible for catching up quickly at the next rehearsal.  Students missing rehearsal frequently will have a hard time doing this.  All actors will be called to rehearsal every day starting in May through the performances on May 15th and 16th.

Academic Expectations


While participating in extracurricular activities is an exciting and fun thing, it is important that our students are able to maintain their academic responsibilities.  Students participating in the play will need to maintain a 2.0 GPA in order to participate.  Students also must keep up with all homework assignments and projects on a regular basis.  Teachers will be asked to notify the parents and director if there is a noticeable decline in the student’s ability to manage their school work.  In the event that a student cannot manage their academic and play responsibilities, the director/teacher/Ms. Ollmann may recommend that the student should assume a less time consuming role in the play or withdraw from the play.
Behavior Expectations
Attached you will find 2 copies of the “Actor’s Contract” which specifically outlines our expectations of students in rehearsals.  Rehearsals are important for the sense of accomplishment your child feels when putting on a great show.  It is important that all involved act cooperatively together.  Please read the contract and go over it with your child.  We need a signed copy returned to us on Monday, March 31st.  Please keep the other copy as a reminder of what the expectations are.  We don’t anticipate any problems and are really excited about the group of actors we will be working with.  Students will be asked to work on homework or read if their character is not rehearsing.   A homework area will be established for this purpose.

Participation Fee/Costumes


We are asking for a $50 participation fee (check to Episcopal) to help pay for production and costume costs.  Please return this with your “Actor’s Contract” by Monday, March 31st or as soon as possible.  Actors may also be asked to provide certain base costume pieces such as shoes, jeans, undershirts, etc. depending on the needs of their role.  More information will be available on this in May.

Show Website


We will be utilizing our website for communication on rehearsals, costumes, notes home, etc.  This will be up and running as of Monday, March 31st and can be linked from the Lower School Home Page or the Lower School Music Page.  If your student loses information, all forms and letters will be available for printing/reading on this site.  The website is going to be the quickest way for you to receive a fast answer to your questions. If you have questions, please check with the site to see if the answer is there and if not, email or call.  

Parent Volunteers


This year we are asking parents to volunteer a day or more at rehearsals to help with the homework room, backstage crowd control, etc.  Several of you have showed an interest in helping.  Thank you so much!  Please check the website for volunteer times.  If you end up being around during rehearsals and want something to do, I’m sure we could put you to work. If you are not volunteering, we ask that you wait to be surprised for the performances rather than sneak peaks from the audience at rehearsals.  It is so much fun to see the children dressed and transformed as their character on the opening night!

VPAC Rules


      During rehearsals and performances the following rules will apply:

1) No food or drinks in the theater

2) No running or playing in the halls, theater, bathrooms, etc.

3) Students will listen to and respect all helpers. Disrespect is grounds for dismissal.

4) Snacks may be eaten in the hallway, but all trash needs to be thrown away.  

5) Do not leave booksacks in the middle of the walkways.  Place them along the wall.

Communications


We ask that you let us know immediately if any problem arises or you have any questions or concerns.  If your child has to miss rehearsal other than the conflicts you have noted, please send Amber Harris an email or voicemail as soon as possible.  If for some reason your child decides to withdraw from the play, we will need a note from a parent to confirm this to ensure we know where all of our cast members are during rehearsals.  And last, please check the website for updates and information as it will be updated daily as needed. Thanks for letting us work with your child!
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