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April 11, 2008
Dear Parents:
The math department is always trying to evaluate our use of technology in our classrooms to make sure our students benefit from the best available.  Texas Instruments has come out with a new calculator called the TI-Nspire.  Lauri Lewis and I recently attended a workshop on the TI-Nspire and were very impressed with this new technology.   This calculator is similar to the TI-84, but has several other applications that we think would be beneficial to our students as they move through the middle and high school math program.  

After meeting with the math department and evaluating our current calculator use, we have decided that we would like to adopt the TI-Nspire as our calculator of choice.  If your child has a TI-84, please do NOT purchase a new calculator for them.  The TI-84 will be fine until at least Pre-Calculus and maybe even higher depending on their math classes.  If your child does not have a calculator, we are asking that you purchase the TI-Nspire for your rising 8th grader instead of the TI-84.  Please note this is the version of the TI-Nspire without CAS.
If you have a rising 7th grader, they will NOT need a TI-84 or TI-Nspire.  Seventh graders use calculators in math and science but do not need the capabilities of the TI-84 or TI-Nspire.  A basic $20 scientific calculator (any TI-30 series or equivalent) is fine for 7th grade.  If you would like your rising 7th grade to have a TI-84 or TI-Nspire, we would be happy to order one for you, but this type of calculator is not necessary until 8th grade.
TI-Nspire’s sell in stores for $150 plus.  We have been able to work out a special rate from a vendor if we place a group order.  The group price is $128 which is comparable to the price of the TI-84.  If you would like to order an Nspire at this group rate, please complete the bottom part of this form and return it and a check to Episcopal High School for $128.00 to your child’s math teacher by Friday, May 16th.  I will place the order and the calculator will be given out in math class the first week of school.  
Thanks so much for all the support you give the math department.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at goodnerp@ehsbr.org or 753-3180, ext. 1321.

Sincerely,

Pam Goodner

Math Department Chair

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

___________________________would like to order a TI-Nspire calculator.  Attached is 

my check to Episcopal High School for $128.00.
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