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April 18, 2008

Dear Parents:
Every year at this time, parents ask what their children should do over the summer to get ready for their next math class.  We have found a series of workbooks from Tri-C Publications, Inc. that we would like to recommend.   This program, called Summer Math Skills Sharpener, has been featured in the Washington Post and has been purchased by over one million parents in 10,000 schools across the country.  It is based on the National Math Standards and is designed to reinforce concepts learned in math this year, identify areas needing additional review, boost your child’s confidence, and prepare your child for the next school year.  

We are offering this program for students completing grades 1 through 8 this summer.  This workbook may replace certain summer reading requirements for rising 3rd graders (check with your teachers) and is optional for other grades.  Rising 4th graders will get a separate letter explaining requirements.  We strongly recommend this program for students with grades of C or below or students who struggled to master concepts and procedures in math.  Rising 6th graders who are enrolled in the math summer program at EHS should purchase a workbook.  
Each workbook has 30 lessons that can be completed in 15 to 20 minutes.  These should be used 3 times per week for each of the 10 weeks of the summer.  Each lesson gives students practice in a mix of skills.  There are grade appropriate auxiliary pages that include everything from manipulatives to “Brain Aerobics” to formula sheets.  Each workbook (4th grade and up) has a detailed solutions section with every problem worked out and “Help Pages”. 

The cost of each workbook is $15 when ordered in bulk.  This includes shipping.  If you would like a workbook for your child, please return the attached form with a check to Episcopal.  The order will be placed on May 2nd so that workbooks can be received and delivered to students before the end of the year.  Individuals can order workbooks for $18 each by calling 1-800-411-8186.

We hope you will find this program useful.  Please contact your child’s math teacher if you have questions.

Sincerely,

The Episcopal Math Teachers

Enclosure

Summer Skills Sharpener Workbook Order Form

Student Name
___________________________________

Math Teacher’s Name
_____________________________

Grade Completed – We strongly recommend that you only order the workbook for the grade that your child has just completed.  Working ahead could cause confusion and lead to frustration.

1st 
_____

(1st graders are working from the 1st grade workbook.)

2rd
_____

(2nd graders are working from the 2nd grade workbook.)

3rd
_____

(3rd graders are working from the 3rd grade workbook.)

4th
_____

(4th graders are working from the 4th grade workbook.)

5th
_____

(5th graders are working from the 6th grade workbook.)

6th
_____

(6th graders are working from the 7th grade workbook.)

7th
_____

(7th graders are working from the Pre-Algebra workbook.)

8th
_____

Transition

8th
_____

Algebra I

Additional workbooks requested, please list grade completed or subject area for upper school.

__________
Workbooks ordered at $15 each.

Check attached payable to Episcopal for a total of
__________.
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