EHS Summer Reading Guidelines 2008
MISSION STATEMENT:

The Episcopal English Department requires summer reading to encourage students to read for pleasure, appreciate quality literature, develop and maintain good reading habits, expose them to more literature than is possible during the school year, and to allow students to find literature that is personally engaging and challenging.

REQUIREMENTS:

· You must read at least three works.  
1. Read the required selection for your upcoming grade level.

2. Read the required selection for the Upper School community read.
3. Read a novel of your choice.  (See criteria below.)
· On the first full day of English class, you will be asked to respond in class to what you have read. Teachers may also expand assignments and discussion of the books into semester course work. As you read, it is helpful to take brief notes that may be used to help you with your in-class writing or assignment. Your notes should focus on themes, characters, setting and conflict, as well as your own responses and opinions.
GRADE LEVEL SELECTION
9th GRADE: Cold Sassy Tree, Olive Ann Burns

10th GRADE: The Glass Castle, Jeanette Walls

11th GRADE: 1984, George Orwell

Advanced Placement 11th GRADE: Must also read In Cold Blood by Truman Capote and The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley

12th GRADE: How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster

UPPER SCHOOL COMMUNITY SELECTION
The English Department is excited to announce the first book selected for a faculty and student community read.  Individual schools, districts and cities (including Baton Rouge) have benefitted from reading and discussing a book as a shared experience among a wide spectrum of people.  Student assessment and shared discussion of the book will culminate in August advisory groups.  
The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch with Jeffrey Zaslow

From the New York Times best seller list: “After learning he has terminal cancer, a Carnegie Mellon professor shares his thoughts on the importance of ‘seizing every moment.’ ”  Pausch writes plainly and poignantly about achieving his childhood dreams and the work as well as unexpected fruition that accompany those dreams.  Read the book then watch the lecture itself on YouTube.  Find the book at Books-a-Million, Barnes and Noble, their affiliated Web sites, or Amazon.com.  
STUDENT-CHOICE NOVEL
This should a novel that you have not previously read.  The book may be recommended by an Episcopal English teacher or librarian.  It may not be a book assigned in a previous or upcoming class, however it MUST be appropriate to your grade and reading level.  Students should begin the search for their selection in the EHS library and lists of honored books such as:  
American Library Association awards http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklistsbook.cfm 

1. American Library Association ALEX award: “Given annually to ten books written for adults that have special appeal to young adults, ages 12 through 18.” 
2. Margaret A. Edwards Award: “Honors an author as well as a specific body of their work for lifetime contribution in writing books of enduring popularity with teenagers.”
3. Michael L. Printz Award: “Honors excellence in literature written for young adults.”
4. Outstanding Books for the College Bound: “Updated every five years, this comprehensive list provides reading recommendations to students who plan to continue their education beyond high school.” 
Literary Awards – Use The Booklist Center for quick access to lists of these books
http://home.comcast.net/~dwtaylor1/categorylist.html Scroll to Literary Fiction.

1. National Book Award for Fiction 
2. Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
3. New York Public Library’s Books of the Century

4. The Modern Library 100 Best Novels http://www.randomhouse.com/modernlibrary/100bestnovels.html

5. Pen-Faulkner Award for Fiction
6. Edgar Allen Poe Award for Best Mystery Novel

7. Hugo Award for Best Science Fiction Novel 

Special recommendation: Walk-on: Life from the End of the Bench by Alan Williams.  Williams spoke about his experiences to the student body May 8 of this year.
